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Hessett Village Green 

History of Hessett Village Green 

The Village Green has been in existence since before the conception of the Parish Council in 1894.  

It was originally a rough area unlike today. It was not maintained or looked after. There are many 

references in past Parish Council minute books concerning the dumping of animal carcasses and 

rubbish and also unauthorised use. It was not until 1967/68 that the then Parish Council decided 

to bulldoze the area flat and install a play area. 

It was at this stage that the Village Green was registered under the 1965 Commons Registration 

Act on 25th June 1968. The register is maintained by Suffolk County Council’s Local Land Charges 

Office. The registration is VG77. 

It has been maintained on a regular basis since by Hessett Parish Council. 

Map showing location of Hessett Village Green 
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Legislation and guidance 

The following is a list of the most common legislation that exists for the protection and rights that 
cover Village Greens; 
 
The Inclosure Acts of 1845 and 1857 
The Commons Acts of 1876, 1899 & 2006 
The Open Spaces Act, 1906 
The Acquisition of Land Act, 1981 
The Law of Property Act, 1925 
Commons Registration Act, 1965 
The Countryside and Rights of Way Act, 2000 
 
The protection and rights of Village Greens: 
 
Responsibilities 

The Green is owned and administered by the Parish Council, which is responsible for its 
maintenance, protection and upkeep. Any rulings or actions will be made by the Council in 
accordance with legislation and published guidance from Government. 
 
It is the responsibility of the owners of property adjacent to the Village Green to check their Deeds 
as to the boundary of their property to ensure that no items such as flowerbeds, shrubs, hedges, 
nameplates, or lighting columns extend beyond it. 
 
Some property owners, or their predecessors, may have laid out private access tracks to service 
their property on The Green. These routes have existed for many decades, and possibly over a 
hundred years in some cases, and the evolved right to use them for private access is known as a 
‘prescriptive right’, which is protected in law. 
 
There is no public right of vehicle access. These rights were also established before The Green 
became a registered green. Over the years, loose surfacing has been laid down by some property 
owners over the surface of their track. As these tracks are for the private benefit of the 
householders only (and in some cases, local farmers for access to their land and barns) it is not for 
the Parish Council, using public funds, to maintain the tracks. It is the responsibility of these lawful 
users of the tracks to ensure that anyone from the neighbourhood can enjoy The Green, which 
must mean maintaining the tracks in at least a condition that is fit for pedestrians to walk on. 
 
As custodians on behalf of the community the Parish Council must ensure that The Green is 
protected against encroachment, damage, and uses other than those consistent with its normal 
enjoyment. However, there is no obligation for the council to allow new access routes to 
properties across the Green. To do so would be facilitating a criminal offence. 
 
Lawful use 

Whilst not exhaustive, the following is a list of lawful and prohibited uses of a Village Green. 
Lawful uses and those defined as being ‘of better enjoyment of the Village Green’ include: 
 
Walking across it with or without a dog. 
Playing sports and games 
Football & Cricket 
Village fêtes (with the prior permission of the Parish Council). 
Public gatherings for entertainment (with the prior permission of the Parish Council). 
Use of existing paths for access/egress on foot. 
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Prohibited uses include 

Any physical alterations to The Green. 
Fencing of The Green or otherwise making it inaccessible to the public. 
Wilful damage (i.e. when a person was aware of the risk of damage) e.g. by vehicles, bicycles or 
horses; or the storage/siting of building materials or skips. 
Planting of trees (if present) except by the Parish Council. 
The pruning or cutting down of trees except by the Parish Council. 
The building or introduction of any structure (this includes even small things such as steps, 
bollards, posts, marker stones or similar). 
The driving of a vehicle across grassed areas.  
Parking of a vehicle on the grass or tracks unless with express permission from the Parish Council 
and its purpose is for the better enjoyment of the Village Green. 
Camping or caravanning. 
  
A degree of common sense must prevail in interpreting the possibilities for The Green’s use. 
However, the overriding factor must be The Green’s protection against damage, maintaining 
access and enjoyment for all in the neighbourhood and guarding against changes of use. 
 
The Parish Council will be pleased to advise anyone on The Green's use. You should make contact 
with the Parish Council through its Clerk or by contacting any of the Councillors. 
 
Enforcement 

Where The Green has been unlawfully used or damaged the Parish Council can take actions 
available to it in law to both seek remedy of the damage or a cessation of the unlawful use. 
 
Those responsible will be expected to pay all subsequent costs in relation to The Green's repair or 
reinstatement, and works will be subject to timescales required by the Parish Council. 
 
Should the Council have to commission its own works in relation to repairs or reinstatement all 
costs incurred will be charged to those responsible for the damage. 
 
Maintenance 

The Parish Council maintains all parts of The Green, whether grassed, earth or surfaced with the 
exception of private access tracks as explained in Section ‘Responsibilities’ above.  
 
The Parish Council will establish and maintain a programme of Planned Maintenance for The 
Green and fixed assets set out upon it. Whilst grassed areas are cut and seeded as required, other 
areas may be subject to repair or replacement from time to time dependent on the degree of 
erosion occurring.  
 
All decisions relating to The Green’s maintenance and repair will be taken by the Parish Council in 
the first instance, before any works are carried out. 
 
Inspections 

The Council will inspect The Green at least annually, but otherwise as required, to determine its 
condition and that of its assets. The Planned Maintenance programme will be reviewed against 
these inspections. Any necessary works that may be required will be prioritised with resources 
made available. The results of such inspections will be formally recorded. 
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Events on Hessett Village Green 

The Green may have hosted many public events over hundreds of years, which draw visitors from 
far and wide. The Parish Council today wishes to see these traditional uses continue for the 
enjoyment of all. Protecting the fabric of The Green remains paramount, as is avoiding public 
nuisance to others 
The Council’s events management policy is designed to manage these issues. 
 
Village Greens are part of our English heritage and should be protected and enjoyed by everyone 
as much as possible, and especially by the residents of the village they are connected with.  
We should all be proud of our Village Green and feel honoured to live in and be a part of a 
community that has the good fortune to have one. 
 
Use of the Village Green for events 

The Parish Council is responsible for managing the use of the Village Green for events, using the 
following policy as a guide: 
 
1. All requests for use of the Village Green must be made in writing to the Clerk to the Council at   
least 2 months prior to any event taking place. 
 
2. The Village Green may only be booked by local residents or those with a close association with 
Hessett. 
 
3. The Village Green may only be used for events open to the general public, and not for primary 
commercial (i.e. private sector or personal) gain. 
 
4. All requests must detail the exact nature of the event to take place, likely levels of attendance, 
with car parking and welfare arrangements planned. 
 
5. The Village Green and the safety or welfare of those attending is the responsibility of the user 
throughout the event and this includes: 
 

a. Ensuring the event is properly supervised. 
b. Ensuring that local residents are not troubled in any way (e.g. through rowdy behaviour, 

loudspeakers, bright lights) 
c. Ensuring that no damage takes place as a result of the event. If in the opinion of the 

Council any damage has been caused, then this will be rectified at the expense of the user. 
d. Ensuring Public Liability Insurance (if required) is in place. 
e. Ensuring any Liquor or Public Entertainment Licence (if required) is in place. 
 

6. No vehicles are allowed on the Village Green without the prior permission of the Council, which     
may impose specific conditions. 
 
7. No overnight stays are permitted on the Village Green (no camping, no caravans). Everyone 
must leave The Green by midnight at the latest.  
 
8. No charge may be made by the user for any event on the Village Green without prior consent of 
the Parish Council. 
 
9. All rubbish to be removed from the area immediately after the event. 
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Other lands/greens owned, maintained by Hessett 
Parish Council 
These include: Lime Tree Close Green, Heath Close Green, the Green on the 
corner of Heath Road & Heath Close and the Heath area that is accessed from 
the footpath in Heath Road and is located beside the allotments. 

A full list of these lands maintained/owned by Hessett Parish Council can be found in the 

“Land Asset Register” published on the Parish Council web site. 
 
These Greens are “open spaces” for the enjoyment of all.  

There is no public right of vehicle access or parking on these areas. 

These areas are covered by: - 

 S12 OF THE INCLOSURE ACT 1857 AND/OR S29 OF THE COMMONS ACT 1876 

 

 

 

Hessett Parish Council  

July 2015. 

 


